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Job 1:1 - 3:26

1 1 On that same day King Xerxes gave the property of Haman, the enemy of the Jews, to 
Queen Esther. Then Mordecai was brought before the king, for Esther had told the king how 
they were related. 2 The king took off his signet ring—which he had taken back from Haman—
and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther appointed Mordecai to be in charge of Haman’s 
property. 3Then Esther went again before the king, falling down at his feet and begging him with 
tears to stop the evil plot devised by Haman the Agagite against the Jews. 4 Again the king held 
out the gold scepter to Esther. So she rose and stood before him. 5 Esther said, “If it please the 
king, and if I have found favor with him, and if he thinks it is right, and if I am pleasing to him, let 
there be a decree that reverses the orders of Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, who 
ordered that Jews throughout all the king’s provinces should be destroyed. 6 For how can I 
endure to see my people and my family slaughtered and destroyed?” 7 Then King Xerxes said 
to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “I have given Esther the property of Haman, and he has 
been impaled on a pole because he tried to destroy the Jews.8 Now go ahead and send a 
message to the Jews in the king’s name, telling them whatever you want, and seal it with the 
king’s signet ring. But remember that whatever has already been written in the king’s name and 
sealed with his signet ring can never be revoked.” 9 So on June 25 the king’s secretaries were 
summoned, and a decree was written exactly as Mordecai dictated. It was sent to the Jews and 
to the highest officers, the governors, and the nobles of all the 127 provinces stretching from 
India to Ethiopia. The decree was written in the scripts and languages of all the peoples of the 
empire, including that of the Jews. 10 The decree was written in the name of King Xerxes and 
sealed with the king’s signet ring. Mordecai sent the dispatches by swift messengers, who rode 
fast horses especially bred for the king’s service. 11 The king’s decree gave the Jews in every 
city authority to unite to defend their lives. They were allowed to kill, slaughter, and annihilate 
anyone of any nationality or province who might attack them or their children and wives, and to 
take the property of their enemies. 12 The day chosen for this event throughout all the provinces 
of King Xerxes was March 7 of the next year. 13 A copy of this decree was to be issued as law 
in every province and proclaimed to all peoples, so that the Jews would be ready to take 
revenge on their enemies on the appointed day.14 So urged on by the king’s command, the 
messengers rode out swiftly on fast horses bred for the king’s service. The same decree was 
also proclaimed in the fortress of Susa. 15 Then Mordecai left the king’s presence, wearing the 
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royal robe of blue and white, the great crown of gold, and an outer cloak of fine linen and purple. 
And the people of Susa celebrated the new decree. 16 The Jews were filled with joy and 
gladness and were honored everywhere. 17 In every province and city, wherever the king’s 
decree arrived, the Jews rejoiced and had a great celebration and declared a public festival and 
holiday. And many of the people of the land became Jews themselves, for they feared what the 
Jews might do to them.

2 1 One day the members of the heavenly court came again to present themselves before the 
LORD, and the Accuser, Satan, came with them. 2“Where have you come from?” the LORD 
asked Satan. Satan answered the LORD, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching everything 
that’s going on.” 3 Then the LORD asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the 
finest man in all the earth. He is blameless—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and 
stays away from evil. And he has maintained his integrity, even though you urged me to harm 
him without cause.” 4 Satan replied to the LORD, “Skin for skin! A man will give up everything 
he has to save his life. 5 But reach out and take away his health, and he will surely curse you to 
your face!” 6 “All right, do with him as you please,” the LORD said to Satan. “But spare his 
life.” 7 So Satan left the LORD ’s presence, and he struck Job with terrible boils from head to 
foot. 8 Job scraped his skin with a piece of broken pottery as he sat among the ashes. 9 His 
wife said to him, “Are you still trying to maintain your integrity? Curse God and die.” 10 But Job 
replied, “You talk like a foolish woman. Should we accept only good things from the hand of God 
and never anything bad?” So in all this, Job said nothing wrong. 11 When three of Job’s friends 
heard of the tragedy he had suffered, they got together and traveled from their homes to comfort 
and console him. Their names were Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 
Naamathite. 12 When they saw Job from a distance, they scarcely recognized him. Wailing 
loudly, they tore their robes and threw dust into the air over their heads to show their 
grief. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and nights. No one said a word to 
Job, for they saw that his suffering was too great for words.

3 1 At last Job spoke, and he cursed the day of his birth. 2 He said: 3“Let the day of my birth be 
erased, and the night I was conceived. 4 Let that day be turned to darkness. Let it be lost even 
to God on high, and let no light shine on it. 5 Let the darkness and utter gloom claim that day for 
its own. Let a black cloud overshadow it, and let the darkness terrify it. 6 Let that night be 
blotted off the calendar, never again to be counted among the days of the year, never again to 
appear among the months. 7 Let that night be childless. Let it have no joy. 8 Let those who are 
experts at cursing— whose cursing could rouse Leviathan — curse that day. 9 Let its morning 
stars remain dark. Let it hope for light, but in vain; may it never see the morning light. 10 Curse 



that day for failing to shut my mother’s womb, for letting me be born to see all this 
trouble. 11 “Why wasn’t I born dead? Why didn’t I die as I came from the womb? 12 Why was I 
laid on my mother’s lap? Why did she nurse me at her breasts? 13 Had I died at birth, I would 
now be at peace. I would be asleep and at rest. 14 I would rest with the world’s kings and prime 
ministers, whose great buildings now lie in ruins.15 I would rest with princes, rich in gold, whose 
palaces were filled with silver. 16 Why wasn’t I buried like a stillborn child, like a baby who never 
lives to see the light? 17 For in death the wicked cause no trouble, and the weary are at 
rest. 18 Even captives are at ease in death, with no guards to curse them. 19 Rich and poor are 
both there, and the slave is free from his master. 20 “Oh, why give light to those in misery, and 
life to those who are bitter? 21 They long for death, and it won’t come. They search for death 
more eagerly than for hidden treasure. 22 They’re filled with joy when they finally die, and 
rejoice when they find the grave. 23 Why is life given to those with no future, those God has 
surrounded with difficulties? 24 I cannot eat for sighing; my groans pour out like water. 25 What 
I always feared has happened to me. What I dreaded has come true. 26 I have no peace, no 
quietness. I have no rest; only trouble comes.”

1 Corinthians 14:1 - 17

14 1 Let love be your highest goal! But you should also desire the special abilities the Spirit 
gives—especially the ability to prophesy. 2 For if you have the ability to speak in tongues, you 
will be talking only to God, since people won’t be able to understand you. You will be speaking 
by the power of the Spirit, but it will all be mysterious. 3 But one who prophesies strengthens 
others, encourages them, and comforts them. 4 A person who speaks in tongues is 
strengthened personally, but one who speaks a word of prophecy strengthens the entire 
church. 5 I wish you could all speak in tongues, but even more I wish you could all prophesy. 
For prophecy is greater than speaking in tongues, unless someone interprets what you are 
saying so that the whole church will be strengthened. 6 Dear brothers and sisters, if I should 
come to you speaking in an unknown language, how would that help you? But if I bring you a 
revelation or some special knowledge or prophecy or teaching, that will be helpful. 7 Even 
lifeless instruments like the flute or the harp must play the notes clearly, or no one will recognize 
the melody. 8 And if the bugler doesn’t sound a clear call, how will the soldiers know they are 
being called to battle? 9 It’s the same for you. If you speak to people in words they don’t 
understand, how will they know what you are saying? You might as well be talking into empty 
space. 10 There are many different languages in the world, and every language has 



meaning. 11 But if I don’t understand a language, I will be a foreigner to someone who speaks 
it, and the one who speaks it will be a foreigner to me. 12 And the same is true for you. Since 
you are so eager to have the special abilities the Spirit gives, seek those that will strengthen the 
whole church. 13 So anyone who speaks in tongues should pray also for the ability to interpret 
what has been said. 14 For if I pray in tongues, my spirit is praying, but I don’t understand what I 
am saying. 15 Well then, what shall I do? I will pray in the spirit, and I will also pray in words I 
understand. I will sing in the spirit, and I will also sing in words I understand. 16 For if you praise 
God only in the spirit, how can those who don’t understand you praise God along with you? How 
can they join you in giving thanks when they don’t understand what you are saying? 17 You will 
be giving thanks very well, but it won’t strengthen the people who hear you.
  

Psalm 37:12 - 29

37 12 The wicked plot against the godly; they snarl at them in defiance. 13 But the Lord just 
laughs, for he sees their day of judgment coming. 14 The wicked draw their swords and string 
their bows to kill the poor and the oppressed, to slaughter those who do right. 15 But their 
swords will stab their own hearts, and their bows will be broken. 16 It is better to be godly and 
have little than to be evil and rich. 17 For the strength of the wicked will be shattered, but the 
LORD takes care of the godly. 18 Day by day the LORD takes care of the innocent, and they will 
receive an inheritance that lasts forever. 19 They will not be disgraced in hard times; even in 
famine they will have more than enough. 20 But the wicked will die. The LORD ’s enemies are 
like flowers in a field— they will disappear like smoke. 21 The wicked borrow and never repay, 
but the godly are generous givers. 22 Those the LORD blesses will possess the land, but those 
he curses will die. 23 The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of 
their lives. 24 Though they stumble, they will never fall, for the LORD holds them by the 
hand. 25 Once I was young, and now I am old. Yet I have never seen the godly abandoned or 
their children begging for bread. 26 The godly always give generous loans to others, and their 
children are a blessing. 27 Turn from evil and do good, and you will live in the land 
forever. 28 For the LORD loves justice, and he will never abandon the godly. He will keep them 
safe forever, but the children of the wicked will die. 29 The godly will possess the land and will 
live there forever. 



Proverbs 21:25 - 26

21 25 Despite their desires, the lazy will come to ruin, for their hands refuse to work. 26 Some 
people are always greedy for more, but the godly love to give!


