
The Mind of Terry… 
I collect pocket knives.  Knives of all kinds really, 
but I especially like pocket knives. 

I have some in the classic style such as Old Timer 
pocket knives.  I have a few that are multi-tool such 
as Swiss Army.  I have some with clips, some 
without, and even a couple that are money clips 
with knives.  Perhaps my favorite is one that I have 
that is shaped as a rifle.  It is very unique. 

I have noticed that my boys have gotten to like knives a lot as well.  Corey 
perhaps more so, but both seem interested.  As I teach them to use knives 
I am constantly reminding them that they must be careful.  “Pay attention 
to your knife.  It will cut you if you don't stay focused.” 

As I think about these knives I am reminded of a verse from the bible:  
“God’s word is living, active, and sharper than any two-edged sword.  It 
penetrates to the point that it separates the soul from the spirit and the 
joints from the morrow.  It’s able to judge the hearts thoughts and 
intentions.”  (Hebrews 4:12 CEB) 

I am afraid that we have forgotten just how powerful the Word of God is.  
Far too many of us take it for granted.  We maybe carry it to church.  We 
maybe read it as a last resort.  But by and large, we ignore it.  We leave it 
to collect dust.   

What I teach my boys about pocket knives is true about the word of God 
as well.  If we lose focus of it, if we do not pay attention to it, we will find 
in the end it will cut us. 

When Jesus returns to the earth, the bible says in Revelation that He will 
have coming from his mouth a double-edged sword.  Many scholars 
believe that this is a way of saying that Jesus will judge according to the 
word of God.  If we do not pay attention to the bible now and live 
according to it, we will find that when Jesus uses it as his measuring rod 
we will be cut - and badly. 



So I come to you with a plea this month.  Please pay attention to the Bible.  
Read it.  Study it.  Bring it to church and follow along.  Make notes in it.  
Make it a part of your life.   

You will find that what you learn from the bible is more valuable than 
any collection you have. 

“Make an effort to present yourself to God as a tried-and-true worker, 
who doesn’t need to be ashamed but is one who interprets the message of 
truth correctly.” (2 Timothy 2:15 CEB) 



Thoughts from Darren… 
When It Really Feels Like Too Much 

“I can’t even!” 
“I am done!” 
“WHY?!?!” 

You might be there. Done. Asking, “Why?!”. Feeling as though whatever is 
happening now is the last straw and the weight of all those other straws 
is suffocating you. 

When we get in those funks we tend to start focusing on our 
shortcomings, our failures, and our pain. A singer/songwriter named 
Andrew Peterson, said this about our tendency to focus on the negative in 
ourselves: 

 “I have a friend who told me that self-loathing is another form of 
self-worship. If you are beating yourself up, all of that negative energy  
could be directed to the Lord and loving people around you instead of this 
downward spiral and endless loop. That's where Christ wants  to step in-
between and tells us to let ourselves off the hook. Realize that we are all 
someone that Jesus delights in and was willing to die for, and don't hate 
yourself.”  

So when things go wrong, instead of putting the focus on ourselves, we 
need to reach towards Jesus even more, to avoid the negativity that will 
come if we are not careful. It is very easy for me to type, not as easy to 
put into practice. My advice to myself is this: Continually remind yourself 
who Jesus is and how He feels about you. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 is a good 
place to start: 

“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 


