
The Mind of Terry… 
His Love Is Eternal - Psalm 136 

Think back through your life.  Can you remember some (I doubt you can 
recall them all!) of the times when God did great things?  Things too 
wonderful for it to have been anything else but God.   

For me, I can remember the phone call from my friend Jim.  He was 
serving in Iraq at the time.  My wife and I were going through a difficult 
time where we had to make some hard decisions.  As we were going to 
bed I told her, “What we need is for Brother Jim to call and tell us what to 
do.”  The next morning we woke to Jim’s wife calling stating that Jim had 
called her in the middle of the night with a “word” for us.  That had to be 
God! 

Or the night when Kinsey was diagnosed with diabetes.  She had to be 
life-flighted to Riley’s Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis.  We were in 
Robinson, IL at the time.  We were roughly 2 hours from Indy.  So, with a 
tear we said goodbye as the wheeled her to the chopper and we raced out 
to our car.  Then it hit us.  My brother and his family, who had never 
been to Indy before were there on vacation.  I called him.  They were in a 
hotel just a couple blocks from the hospital.  He was able to be waiting for 
Kinsey as she was wheeled off the chopper.  She was never alone.  You 
cannot tell me that God did not orchestrate that night. 

When you look back over your life and you start to look at all the times 
that God has had a direct hand in it, you are left with nothing to say but, 
“His love is eternal.” 

That is exactly what Psalm 136 is.  It is a recounting of God’s hand in 
dealing with the Israelites and the only response worthy of such a loving 
God. 

Here is something you could do.  Write your own Psalm 136.  Write a 
sentence about what God has done for you.  The follow it with, “His love is 
eternal.”  As you do it, you will find the only place you can go before such 
a loving God is to your knees in worship. 

He safely brought me from my mother’s womb. 



His love is eternal. 
He saved me from my sin. 
His love is eternal. 
He allowed me to marry a partner greater than I deserve. 
His love is eternal. 
He blessed us with three children. 
His love is eternal. 
He sent a word in our dark hour. 
His love is eternal. 
He arranged the night of diagnosis. 
His love is eternal. 
…. 



Thoughts from Darren… 
I Usually Do A Year In Review,  

But That Will Have To Wait Until February 

I recently “found” some new music to listen to, mostly because of the 
teenagers that attend Impact180. I decided I needed to figure out what 
they are listening to because while it is sometimes just fun, the music a 
person listens to can be a great representation of where they are at in 
their life. I was impressed with the fact that some of them even knew the 
names of a few of the “classic” bands, let alone that they listened to them. 
I was surprised at the choices of some particular students; writing down 
Drake when I wouldn’t have pegged them for liking rap or Hillsong when 
I had no idea they were looking for that kind of inspiration in their life. 

Parents: If you want to get a look into your child’s mind, even just a little, 
find out what they are listening to and queue it up on Spotify. Look up the 
lyrics. Ask them if they understand what Closer by the Chainsmokers is 
about. Ask them if they understand what Car Radio by Twenty One Pilots 
is about. (Both of these songs are likely on your teens playlist and are 
about completely different things). Talk to them about their choices in 
music, not to condemn them, but to understand what they are going 
through and who their influencers are.  

Think about the music you listened to growing up. How did it influence 
you? What were you going through while you were listening to it? Did 
your parents have any idea? In a world that wants to take a parent’s 
influence away from their kids as soon as possible, don’t miss the chance 
to connect with your child using music. It is important to them. It is one 
of the few things they can actually control. And much of it truly speaks to 
them where they are at. As the adults that love them, we cannot ignore 
that.  


